This paper investigates the role of Islam in Malaysia's as a reform on soft power tools under the leaderships of Malaysia's fifth Prime Minister, Tun Abdullah Badawi. The study emphasis the reform in policy making, philosophies and approaches of the premiers in developing an understanding of the importance of Islam's role in Malaysia's public diplomacy. The research also determines the influence of international events in the public diplomacy policies. The study takes a constructivist approach and includes faith diplomacy into the realm of public diplomacy. This study has achieved its objective of understanding Islamic public diplomacy in Malaysia's administration and should be useful for developing future policies of public diplomacy for domestic and international consumption. It is an interesting reflection of this study that the common perception that Abdullah's public diplomacy was not successful is incorrect; this perception is founded on the labelling that Abdullah's version carried, which is because Abdullah, true to his character and personality, embraced and enriched previous premiership Islamization principles, without wanting to change them. Though there are arguments as discussed that Islam Hadhari declined, it only declined in the domestic context. In the international arena it appealed to a much wider audience.
Mahathir era and promote a more liberal image of Malaysia as an Islamic centric nation, for globalization has increasingly proven that Malaysia needs Western support and it is the responsibility of any good government to safeguard the nation's reputation through public diplomacy.
Abdullah's philosophy was to make Islam a more holistic tool to include spiritual development in addition to Mahathir's focus on economic development. Rising to play a more extensive role in politics, economy and society, both in the domestic and international arenas, Abdullah's leadership was increasingly making effective use of public To formulate national policies and brand them requires the involvement of the public as part of the government's decision making and public diplomacy strategy. 5 In the development of Islam Hadhari Abdullah, unlike his predecessor, invited public contribution to develop the ideas and take joint ownership, as part of his reforms towads the government policies.
The target audiences of Abdullah's Islam Hadhari included, not only citizens of the state but also foreign investors, tourists, consumers, students, NGOs, entrepreneurs, trading partners, the media, other governments, donors, and multilateral agencies.
Abdullah's public diplomacy formed part of a broader involvement of society in both local and international relations. This concept formed a fundamental part of his public diplomacy choice for both domestic and internationally field, in which it must not become disconnected.
Islam Hadhari was motivated for domestic and international consumption. At the domestic level, Islam Hadhari was adopted by Abdullah's administration as the political tool to win Muslim hearts. Part of Abdullah's international public diplomacy was to overcome the negative perceptions towards Islam being associated with extremism, to achieve the intangible nature of increased trust and improved relationships with its audience, when Muslims were associated with violence, and Islamophobia made anti-Muslim sentiments worse. Abdullah's public diplomacy challenge was when most western countries did not respect Muslim societies. As a major population of Malaysia are Muslims, it has been important to fix this sentiment towards Muslim for the growth of the nation, and for the Malaysian citizen to gain recognition and respect from international communities, especially non-Muslim communities.
It has been a major challenge for Malaysia's international public diplomacy when the perception that relate Islam, Muslims and acts of terrorism, extremism and other negative element as portray by the international media in the movie such as Fitna 8 and the portrayals of Muslim Prophet Muhammad in the violence movement and activity by the anti-Islam people that have sparked controversy and offended many Muslims. 9
Role of Islam in Domestic Politics
The concept of public diplomacy not only applicable in the international sphere, but it is also becoming more relevant to domestic policies 10 for both domains are increasingly knowledge, namely in science and technology, in order to help improve the socioeconomic standing of the community ummah as well as generate economic growth. In order to achieve these aims, Islam Hadhari would help bridge differences between Muslims and non-Muslims, thus serving to overcome racial polarization that remained a serious problem in the country. playing an active role in the field of public diplomacy. It is mainly associated with its international aspect, directed towards foreign publics and conducted abroad.
ROLES OF ISLAM IN THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

a) Model of Muslim State
In addition to Islam Hadhari playing a significant role in domestic public diplomacy, it was also widely promoted to international audiences, reaching out to Muslim and non-Muslim audiences. In a sense, the concept was being promoted by government as the means to approach. 28 Thus it shows that the public diplomacy approach that were used did achieve to some extent their goals in promoting the state and national branding. It will be safe to assume if national leaders are willing to consider the implementation of Islam Hadhari, the public of those states that did not profess to apply the principles would nevertheless support the ideas. Anyway the social media and the increasing mobility of global citizens have blurred distinctions between domestic and international audiences.
b) War on Terrors
The post-September 11 world increased the international stakes for a moderate Muslims to face the global challenges of the day. In the constructivist idea, role prescriptions are shared norms and expectations which form the social structure of the international system and the structural source of their national roles.
